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WISCONSIN TUITION GRANT
 
Introduction 
 
HEAB administers the Wisconsin Tuition Grant which provides grants to students attending 
Wisconsin private, independent non-profit colleges and universities. Grants are awarded based 
on the economic needs of students. Grant recipients apply through the Federal Department of 
Education using the FAFSA. The Higher Educational Aids Board reviews and approves the 
Tuition Grant formula for the upcoming school year at its February/March meeting.  
 
The structure of the WTG formula is outlined in the State Statutes. There are six steps in the 
formula, and awards are differentiated in the following manner between dependent and 
independent students. The current formula is included for review. (See Table 2) 
 
Recommendations: 
Recommendation of Wisconsin Association of Independent Colleges and Universities 
(WAICU) President Dr. Rolf Wegenke:  

Maximum award: $2900 
Minimum award: $1000  
Inflation Factors: Dependent – 311%  Independent – 673%  
UW-Madison Tuition: $7,188 
Base Maintenance:  $10,807 
The proposed formula is illustrated in Table 1 of this document and in Proposal 1 which 
is attached. 

 
Recommendation of the Executive Secretary 
Agrees with the recommendation of Dr. Rolf Wegenke. 
 
Other Information
0809 Appropriation: $26,077,500 
0708 Appropriation: $25,456,600 
 
Current Year Spending: All of the 2007-2008 funds will be spent. 
 
Applicants: As of January 15, 2008 there are 26,634 Tuition Grant applicants compared to 
25,614 at this time last year.    For all sectors we have 247,179 applicants for 07-08 and 239,097 
for 06-07 thru the end of December.   
 
 
Other Provisions: WTG is pro-rated: 50% award for 6-8 credits; 75% award for 9-12 credits; 
full award for 12 or more credits. WTG is also tuition specific and has a statutory over-
committed maximum of 122%.              



 

Wisconsin Tuition Grant 
Recommended 2008-2009 Formula 
Table 1 

 
 
 
 

 
 

DEPENDENT 

 
 

INDEPENDENT
 

STEP ONE TUITION 
(Tuition is set by each school: $10,200 is used as an example.)

10,200 10,200

 - UW MADISON  TUITION1 7,188 7,188
 NET TUITION 3,012 3,012
  

STEP TWO TUITION
 (insert actual tuition charged)

10,200 10,200

 + BASE MAINTENANCE2 10,807 10,807
 TOTAL COST 21,007       21,007 
  

STEP THREE NET TUITION 3,012 3,012
 DIVIDED BY TOTAL COST 21,007 21,007
 FAMILY CONTRIBUTION PERCENTAGE 0.1434 0.1434
  

STEP FOUR EXPECTED FAMILY CONTRIBUTION
(Insert actual EFC3)

100 100

 X INFLATION FACTOR4 311% 673%
 ADJUSTED FAMILY CONTRIBUTION 311 673
  

STEP FIVE ADJUSTED FAMILY CONTRIBUTION 311 673
 X FAMILY CONTRIBUTION PERCENTAGE 0.1434 0.1434
 TUITION OFFSET 45 96
  

STEP SIX NET TUITION 3,012 3,012
 - TUITION OFFSET 45 96
 GRANT AMOUNT 2,967 2916
 ACTUAL GRANT (MAXIMUM) 2,900 2,900
  
 MAXIMUM GRANT5 2900 2900
 MINIMUM GRANT6 1000 1000

 

                                                           
1 Previous year tuition at UW – Madison determined for TG purposes 
2 Base Maintenance is a number that is determined during the formula approval process. 
3 EFC is the individual student data retrieved from the FAFSA. 
4Inflation Factor is similar to the Student Award Percentage in the WHEG formulas. This number can be 
manipulated during the formula approval process. 
5 Maximum Grant is set during the formula approval process. 
6 Minimum Grant is set during the formula approval process 



 

Wisconsin Tuition Grant 
2007-2008 Formula 
Table 2 

 
 
 
 

 
 

DEPENDENT 

 
 

INDEPENDENT 
 

STEP ONE TUITION 
(Tuition is set by each school: $10,200 is used as an example.)

10,200 10,200

 - UW MADISON  TUITION1 6,730 6,7,30
 NET TUITION  3,470  3,470
  

STEP TWO TUITION
 (insert actual tuition charged)

10,200 10,200

 + BASE MAINTENANCE2 10,807 10,807
 TOTAL COST 21,007 21,007
  

STEP THREE NET TUITION 3,470 3,470
 DIVIDED BY TOTAL COST 21,007 21,007
 FAMILY CONTRIBUTION PERCENTAGE .1652 .1652
  

STEP FOUR EXPECTED FAMILY CONTRIBUTION
(Insert actual EFC3)

100 100

 X INFLATION FACTOR4 300.00% 650.00%
 ADJUSTED FAMILY CONTRIBUTION 300 650
  

STEP FIVE ADJUSTED FAMILY CONTRIBUTION 300 650
 X FAMILY CONTRIBUTION PERCENTAGE .1652 .1652
 TUITION OFFSET 50  107
  

STEP SIX NET TUITION 3,470 3,470
 - TUITION OFFSET      50 107
 GRANT AMOUNT 3,420 3,,363
 ACTUAL GRANT (MAXIMUM) 2,900 2,900
  
 MAXIMUM GRANT5 $2,900 $2,900
 MINIMUM GRANT6 $1,000 $1,000

 
 

                                                           
1 Previous year tuition at UW – Madison determined for TG purposes 
2 Base Maintenance is a number that is determined during the formula approval process. 
3 EFC is the individual student data retrieved from the FAFSA. 
4Inflation Factor is similar to the Student Award Percentage in the WHEG formulas. This number can be 
manipulated during the formula approval process. 
5 Maximum Grant is set during the formula approval process. 
6 Minimum Grant is set during the formula approval process 



WAICU 

Ms. C'orit~~e I Iutchison, Executlvc Sccreta~y 
IJlghcr Fduc,lt~onal Aids Board 
13 1 it \$'llbon Street. Suite 902 
Mail~soti. [!'I 53702 

,';.;. r,-i:,s!red 5> x:3:r: jIn:ui~, I am !rzr.z:::::t:::g :o yc.:; ??'AiC'U's rccum:r,ci~da:ion !'or !I?? M' lscor~si~~ ' I ' i ! i r l L ~ t ?  Grant 
(WTG) formula for t l ~ c  2OOY -2OO'l acaderr~~c F a r .  I understand that thc l i ishcr E d ~ ~ a ~ i o n a l  :\ids I1~1;lrrl ( 1  [LAD) 
will considcr this recommer~datinri at its r~lc 'c~i~lg 011 I'cbruilp 1 st. 

In developing this year's rccummc:idfitl(~r~. K'RtCU reiiiairls corninittcd to thc principles that the 1V 1 (; shoul~l 
contribute a tneat~ingful ptmion c3t'n s r u d c u ~ ' ~  clvcrall financial aid package; that the ncctlicsl s~udcnt.; shotild 
receive the greatest share of bcncl i~s  undcr tliz program; and that the total allocation t)f\VT<i funding shc~uld bc 
equitably distributud bet\+-yen ~ndepenrlen~ and dcpenclcnt s~udcnts .  I t  is the unanimous positiorl of lhu U'AICI.! 
Hoard (the presidents) that. river ~iitlt'. ~hc: gril111 Ilxlxunuln arld the  value of the a\,cragc grant must increase. 

Based on discussiuns with the WAIT[! Financial Aid t i r vup  ;~nd LILALI staff: 11 13 rny recom~~~erldat ion that 
IIli.4l3 update the t'c~rtnula factors to reflect *'Proposal 1" o n  I hu at tnc tled p a g .  Recause of a funding illcrease that 
[ailed even to mcct it~ilationery increases f i ~ r  low- and midi1lt.-incamc W ~ s c < ~ t l s ~ n  private college students. wc 
coi~cluded that stahill tl; was inlportant to protcct rhose s t u d r n ~ s  who cutrct~tly qualify for an award. 
('nnsequeritly. rrcc>rr~~nend nu incrcasc in the rnaximurn award, a111 rllill.imill ch:ingcs in the illflation factors. 

1 \\an1 Irl 1113nk you again for rr~eelii~g with mc and the WAI('11 tinancial ax1 d~ruciats tu discuss the WTIi 
Ibm~ula  fur 200Y-NOO. You and your staffcontirluc to excmp11l'y i)111: r)i'll~e IIIOS~ c~,~~srructivc w~1rk111g 
r c l i i ~ ~ u n s l ~ ~ p s  between a state agency arid a constitucn~ group 

Should you havu qucst~ons or concerns regarding thc U XIC'U rccomrnendations, please coillac1 ciihcr rnc or hlt 
Paul Nelsot-i, WAICI; Senior Vice Prcsldc~lt fur l 'uhl~c Po11cy. 

~*cnke. Ph.11. 
President 

Attachnlerlr: 2C)(lX-20(10 Sl~nulation Comparisons 

ROLF WEGENKE. Ph U 
P, .c, Y t  .; :: 



TUITION GRANT FACTORS 
CIW Tuition 
Inflation Factors 

Dependent students 
Independent students 

Base Maintenance 
MaxlMin Awatd 
Total Funding Available 

AVERAGE AWARD $2,683 

$6,730 

300% 
650% 

$10,807 
$2,9001$1,000 

525.456.600 

$2,772 

$6.730 

300% 
650% 

$1 0.807 
$2.900/$7 .OOO 

$25,456,600 

$2,793 

17,188 

311% 
673% 

510,807 
$2,900/$1.000 

$26,077.500 

$2,793 

$7.188 

312'; 
6 7 6"~ 

S10.807 
$2,9001$1.000 

$26,077,500 
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